Please provide thorough responses to the essay questions. You may use examples from your personal life, employment, or volunteer experience to help illustrate and support your views and statements. Write a 5-7 page essay. Please use APA format. Be sure to include a Reference List page at the end of your essay. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]1. Describe how a career in social work is a “good fit” for you? What or who influenced your interest in the social work profession (i.e., family, friends, clergy, social worker, teacher, volunteer/work experiences, academic experiences, personal life experience, etc.). Explain why you are considering social work as your career choice vs. other helping professions such as: psychology, counseling, teaching or nursing. 

2. Social workers have a specific set of professional values that guide them in their work, the Code of Ethics. The following are the core values of social work according to the Code of Ethics: service, social justice, dignity and worth of the person, importance of human relationships, integrity and competence. Choose any two of the core values and explain how each of these values relates to your understanding of how to be an ethical social worker. You will need to reference the Code of Ethics, available at http://www.socialworkers.org/pubs/code/default.asp. 

3. Explain the values, beliefs, and strengths make you compatible with the field of social work? Based on your self-assessment, identify three areas of professional strength and describe how you plan to further develop these strengths. Additionally, how will these strengths influence a social work career? 

4. Discuss the values, beliefs, and limitations you anticipate needing to work through to become more compatible with a career in social work? Based upon your self-assessment, identify three areas in need of further professional development and outline a plan for improving these areas (be specific). 

5. Describe what you consider to be one of the most pressing social problems in America today. How pervasive is the problem? What, in your opinion, causes this problem (document scope, causes, implications, etc., as presented in the social work literature)? What does the social work profession have to offer to solve this problem (document from social work or other social science literature)? What qualities, skills, and attributes do you have that would contribute to the solution of this problem (be specific)? 

