Wilma and Donald R. Haerr Endowed Scholarship
For Nontraditional Students

School of Social Work

Illinois State University

Normal, Illinois

Scholarship Application
Autobiographical Data
Wilma and Donald Haerr have established a scholarship for nontraditional students in social work who wish to become professional social workers serving children and families.  

The decision to major in social work stemmed from Wilma’s childhood.  Her parents were divorced and her mother had to work.  Much of the time she was left alone or under the watchful eye of a next door neighbor.  She strongly feels no child should be left in that position – to be alone and having to fend for themselves! She vowed she would never work when she had children, and she didn’t.
Because of her experiences Wilma is more sensitive to the needs of others.  She strongly feels the assistance of a social worker at such a critical time in her development would have made a difference.  In addition, she developed a strong commitment to social work as a result of her experience serving underprivileged families through a program organized by the minister of their Presbyterian Church.
Wilma was 40 years old when she enrolled as a freshman at Illinois State University and she received her Bachelor of Science degree in social work at the age of 44.  Hence, she understands the needs of nontraditional students and wants very much to support students who want to serve underprivileged children and families.
Candidate Qualifications
Each candidate for the Wilma and Donald R. Haerr Endowed Scholarship for Nontraditional Students must be or have:

A. A student, 25 years of age or older, enrolled in good standing at Illinois State University.  (Preference will be given to older students.)

B. Declared major in the School of Social Work having completed at least 50 credit hours, or a graduate student accepted in the Masters in Social Work degree program

C. Demonstrated strong academic achievement, as evidenced by a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.0 on a 4.0 scale

D. Demonstrated financial need
E. Student must have taken at least one semester of Social Work major courses.
The scholarship dollars must be used for educational expenses.  A single scholarship award will be deposited in the recipient’s ISU account at the beginning of the fall semester to help cover educational expenses.  The total amount of the scholarship award is $2000.  If more than one student is selected for the award the minimum amount is $1000 for each award.  
The recipient of the scholarship will be eligible to apply for the scholarship in a subsequent year, providing that she/he is a continuing student, and has demonstrated good academic achievements by maintaining a 3.0 cumulative grade point average.

Scholarship Qualifications
Please submit a one page typed essay describing why you have committed to becoming a professional social worker and why you wish to serve children and families. Also, include why you need the scholarship and how it would make a difference in your education.

Please attach your essay to the application form below.

Wilma and Donald R. Haerr Endowed Scholarship

For Nontraditional Students

School of Social Work

Illinois State University

Normal, Illinois

2011-2012 Academic Year


Application Date: _______________

________________________________________________________________

Last Name




First Name



MI

________________________________________________________________

Date of Birth




UID

We would like to know how to reach you.  Please give your correct addresses and phone numbers for home and school.

________________________________________________________________

School address

________________________________________________________________

Home address

(______)__________________
(______)__________________
Local/Cell Phone Number

Home Phone Number

⁪ Undergraduate Student
__________





 G.P.A.

⁪ Graduate Student

__________
(If newly admitted, UG GPA, if 

 G.P.A.
 continuing student GPA to date.)
The application and the attached essay must be received by February 15, 2011.  Late applications will not be accepted.  
You may drop the application off at the Social Work office on the third floor of Rachel Cooper Building or mail to: 
Illinois State University School of Social Work
Attn: Haerr Endowed Scholarship Application
Campus Box 4650
Normal, IL 61790
