Catholic Charities (McLean County)
Field of Practice:

Mental Health 
Program:

Family Counseling 
Agency Summary:

Catholic Charities is a comprehensive social service agency providing a full range of services to children, families, adults, seniors and communities.  Catholic Charities provides services for all stages of life, regardless of ones race, religion or economic situation.  Catholic Charities utilizes a systematic practice approach which views the individual's situation within the family, school, work, church and community context.  Catholic Charities works to identify and build upon client strengths, which helps empower clients.
Practicum Description:
BSW students will intern in the screening assessment and support services (SASS) program.  SASS is a crisis intervention program which operates 24\7.  Interns will work with children, adolescents and families who are in crisis and at risk of psychiatric hospitalization.  Students will observe mental health screenings and provide case management and support activities to clients and families.  SASS is a community and home based program.  Students will therefore experience crisis in various locations such as local hospitals, schools and community agencies.
MSW Foundation and Concentration students will administer the mental health screening, make recommendations to psychiatrically hospitalized and provide follow-up counseling to SASS eligible children and families.  Because SASS is a 90 day program students will learn crisis management skills, utilize short-term brief therapy skills and link clients to necessary community providers in order to stabilize the child.  Students will also learn Medicaid documentation for case notes and treatment plan development.
Web Address:
www.ccdop.org 
