McLean County Public Defender
Field of Practice:

Criminal Justice
Program:

Public Defender
Agency Summary:

The Public Defenders Office provides attorneys to indigent clients in the court system.  The representation begins only after the accused person requests the appointment of counsel and the person provides proof of indigence.  There are three primary divisions within the office:  felony, misdemeanor, and juvenile.  Public defenders also handle some mental health proceedings.
Practicum Description:
BSW interns will work primarily with youth who enter the juvenile detention system.  Case management services will assist clients with identified needs while advocating for them within the legal system.  Students will also have the opportunity to provide case management to the adult population.  Students will assist clients with needed resources, employment, housing, life skills, social skills, and accountability.  Students will also learn about the drug court programs.
Web Address:
www.mcleancountyil.gov/publicdefender 
