Children's Home Association of Illinois (Peoria)
Field of Practice:

Child Welfare/Corrections

Program:

Youth Development Services and Mental Health Juvenile Justice

Agency Summary:

The mission of our agency is to give children a childhood and a future by building safe and loving families, teaching children with special needs, and building strong communities. Provides community-based diagnostic, referral, follow-up, and advocacy services for youth ages 13-17 who have been found to be delinquent, or who are in violation of probation for a delinquent act, or who would be sentenced to the Juvenile Division of the Department of Corrections by a judge, and for whom there are no other available resources to meet the youth's needs.
Practicum Description:

Students will identify children in the Juvenile Justice System with major affective or psychiatric disorders.  Students will visit youth in the juvenile detention facility and facilitate necessary referrals.  Students will accompany youth to psychiatric appointments and court appearances.  Students will advocate for client in various systems.  Students will learn Medicaid documentation protocol. MSW Concentration students will participate in the above listed activities.  Additionally, students provide individual, family, and group therapy.  Students will learn assessment skills and develop treatment plans.  Students need to be opened to opportunities to expand beyond their comfort zone.   Also works closely with Detention Center staff to identify appropriate referrals to the initiative in order to divert youth from further penetration into the criminal justice system, demonstrate the feasibility of short-term community-based corrections, and provide a normalizing experience by using local resources.
Web Address:

www.chail.org 
