Illinois Guardianship and Advocacy Commission 
Field of Practice:

Advocacy
Program:

Human Rights Authority
Agency Summary:

Created in 1979, the Illinois Guardianship and Advocacy Commission protects the rights and promotes the welfare of persons with disabilities.  The commission’s mission is to safeguard the rights of persons with disabilities by providing public guardianship services, legal representation, and a process to investigate alleged rights violations.

Practicum Description:
MSW Foundation & Concentration students will intern in the Human Rights Authority (HRA) program.  Assisted by volunteers, the HRA conducts investigations of alleged rights violations by providers against people with disabilities.  Students will actively participate in social action on behalf of persons with disabilities.  Students will learn case work counseling skills, participate in program evaluation activities as well as staff development activities.  Students will recruit and organize volunteers.  Additionally, students will be involved with social planning and policy development.
Web Address:
www.gac.state.il.us 
