Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (West Peoria)
Field of Practice:

Child Welfare
Program:

Foster Care, Adoption Preservation and Sexual Abuse

Agency Summary:

Lutheran Social Services of Illinois can offer many internship opportunities in the field of child welfare for the Master Level counseling student. Internship opportunities exist in the Foster Care Counseling program, Adoption Preservation program and the Sexual Abuse program. The Master's level intern will be expected to carry a caseload of 4-7 cases and conduct therapeutic groups. All work involves children and families. The intern will gain skills in clinical assessment, individual therapy techniques, development of group curriculum and facilitating group therapy, completing documentation for juvenile court and in DSM IV diagnosis. The intern will be provided with MSW or LCSW supervision and collaboration with Master's, LCSW and LCPC level therapists. The intern will also have exposure to mediums of play therapy, use of sand tray and art therapy techniques. The student must comply with and pass a background check by fingerprints as well as a CANTS check for indication of child abuse or neglect in the state of Illinois. 

Practicum Description:
Responsibilities include, but are not limited to:

· Provide individual, group, and family counseling, under the supervision of an LCSW or LCPC, to DCFS involved children and their parents. Opportunities may also include counseling victims of sexual abuse and/or completing assessments for victims of sexual abuse and perpetrators of sexual abuse.
· Complete Mental Health Assessments and Individual Treatment Plans as a result of the Mental Health Assessment and follow time frame guidelines as dictated by funding source contracts.
· Prepare regular reports for court on a quarterly basis for DCFS involved clients.
· Case collaboration with case managers, family members, foster families, school personnel and other involved community members.

· When necessary or determined to be in the best interest of the client, home visits to clients may be required to best meet the client needs.
· Obtain releases of information for video taping from DCFS when working with a DCFS child; otherwise obtain releases of information from client.
· Attend juvenile court when requested.
· Other duties as assigned.

Web Address:
http://www.lssi.org/ 
