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Social Work 324
TOPICS IN CHILD WELFARE

CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
Presentation and analysis of current child welfare topics and the role of the profession of social work.  3 semester hours. 
 
Prerequisite:  SWK 323 or consent of the instructor required. 


COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This undergraduate social work course uses a seminar approach to presenting current child welfare policy, practice, and research issues.  It provides essential content for students considering careers in child welfare.  The course hosts a variety of speakers including those who are working on cutting-edge issues in child welfare.  Students gain exposure to a range of agencies and individual providers who serve children and families, and have the opportunity to discuss and debate issues facing child welfare practitioners today. 
 
Graduate students who take this course will be expected to meet additional assignment requirements, and, in consultation with the instructor, select a child welfare related topic that use as a basis for a classroom presentation.  


RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER COURSES 
SWK 324 builds upon the knowledge of child welfare policies and practices provided in SWK 323 (Child Welfare Services) to examine current practice, policy, and research issues in more depth. SWK 324 is preparatory for students planning to complete field placements in child welfare agencies. 


COURSE GOALS
The goals for the course are to:
1. Prepare students for professional practice in child welfare by increasing their awareness of contemporary policy, practice, and research issues in child welfare. 
2. Provide models of proficient professional approaches to problem solving in child welfare. 
3. Increase students’ understanding of how to work effectively in child welfare for both client and system change. 
4. Sensitize students to the importance of working across racial, ethnic, class, religion, sexual orientation and other differences in effectively serving families. 
5. Develop skills for critical analysis of policies that influence the lives of children and families. 
6. Increase understanding of social work values and ethics in action from practitioners’ points of  view.
7. Prepare students to promote social justice for clients by advocating for resources for children and families involved in the child welfare system. 
8. Familiarize students’ with the continuum of services available to children and families who are at risk for abuse and neglect. 
9. Reinforce students’ understanding of the importance of using practice approaches that consider cultural differences. 
10. Increase students’ awareness of research issues and methods for child welfare practice. 


STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Upon completion of this course, students will have achieved the following learning objectives. Each learning objective corresponds to a specific class or classes (see “Course Schedule” for details).
1. Discuss how child welfare legislation shapes contemporary child welfare practice. 
2. Identify skills and competencies for contemporary child welfare practice, particularly cultural competence with different racial, ethnic, religion, and sexually oriented clients. 
3. Describe research issues and methods, particularly outcome measures, in child welfare practice. 
4. Explain the importance of coordination between public schools and child welfare agencies to better serve children involved in the system. 
5. Discuss the importance of using practice approaches that consider cultural differences. 
6. Describe key aspects of effective work with the juvenile court. 
7. Discuss the special risks to children in families where domestic violence, substance abuse, mental illness, or sexual abuse is a problem. 
8. Describe the role of private agencies in serving children and families. 
9. Describe family foster care and the need to prepare foster families to work with both children and their families. 
10. Identify the special issues associated with the adoption of children. 
11. Describe the importance of cooperative working relationships between child welfare practitioners and foster parents. 
12. Articulate the expectations and challenges of a baccalaureate internship in child welfare. 
13.  Provide examples of the ethical dilemmas social workers encounter in child welfare. 
14.  Identify ways to effectively advocate for services and resources on behalf of children and families who have experienced abuse and neglect. 
15. Describe how risk assessment is carried out in situations where children are alleged to be abused and/or neglected. 

[bookmark: Text32]REQUIRED READING(S) AND TEXTBOOK(S)


Due to the seminar format of the class, NO TEXT BOOK will be used.
Readings will consist of current journal articles and expert reports as assigned by the instructor (see course schedule below).

Students will also be required to independently identify, read, and summarize one research or practice article on a weekly basis. Additionally, guest speakers may have pertinent information in the form of handouts during class that will be considered required readings for the class. 


ASSIGNMENTS 
The following assignments are designed to measure progress on the learning objectives for this course. Please see instructor’s handout for writing guidelines and grading criteria. 

Assignment 1: Child Welfare Annotated Bibliography (25%) 
Due: Weekly article summaries will be due throughout the semester beginning Week 3 thru Week 15.
          	
Based on the weekly subject matter located in the syllabus, students will locate one journal article or approved report from a reputable government or child welfare source. Each weekly article should be printed and brought to class in a 3 ring binder along with a 1 page summary of the article which must be submitted to the instructor during class.  Each one page summary should be prepared in an annotated bibliography format and include the following information:

- Article title and authors (APA format)

- A summary of the article’s main points, including what the researchers found and why  
  the findings are significant. 

- Your overall impressions of the article as a whole and what you learned from the 
  reading.

-Do you agree or disagree with the information provided in the article? (why/why not?)

-Based on this article, what questions, suggestions, or observations would you have for 
 a child welfare expert on the related topic?

-Presentation: Throughout the semester, students will take turns making a brief (10  
 minute) presentation based on a selected topic and article. (Graduate students will be 
  responsible for one 30 minute presentation based on two article summaries from their   
  annotated bibliography). 


Assignment 2: Child Welfare Professional Interview and Summary Report (25%) 
Due:  March 6, 2012 

Students should identify one child welfare service professional with whom they can conduct an in-depth interview. The interview should be conducted in person and on the job site to allow for recorded observations of the workplace setting. The purpose of the interview is to explore the unique challenges, rewards, and day to day activities of the child welfare professional in his/her environment.  Based upon the interview, each student shall submit a 5-7 page summary of the interview.  A detailed rubric with required interview questions will be handed out in class.

 Assignment 3: Child Welfare Practitioner Community Resource Inventory (25%) 
Due: April 3, 2012  
 
Each student should select a focus area  (e.g. child neglect, domestic violence, mental health, adoption, family preservation, residential treatment, juvenile justice) and conduct a community resource inventory to identify services and supports available that can be utilized as part of a continuum of care model of child welfare service. 
 
-The resource inventory should consist of a minimum of ten related services and supports for each focus area identified. 
-The resource inventory should include formal and informal resources that are culturally relevant and culturally competent. 
-Students should make direct contact with each service provider and identify a contact person that can be reached for future service referrals and/collaboration. 
-Detailed instructions and written guidelines will be provided by the instructor  

Assignment 4:  Final examination (25%) 
Due: May 1, 2012

** The final will be during our last class, not during finals week.
 
The Final Examination will consist of T/F, multiple choice, and short-answer essay questions.   
Students may use class notes to complete the exam.  The examination is cumulative and covers assigned readings and presentation/discussion topics from the entire semester.


GRADING 
Grades will be assigned in accord with the following scale. Students must achieve the full value of the lower end of each subscale to be awarded the corresponding letter grade. 
 	A  90-100% 
B  80-89%
C  70-79% 
D  60-69%
F  59% and below 

Grade Allocation:
Grades for the course will be assigned using the following formula:

Annotated bibliography 				25% 
Interview and paper 					25% 
Resource Inventory 					25% 
Final examination 					25% 
 Total 100% 



COURSE SCHEDULE

	Session 1:
	General topic: Overview of course, course expectations.


	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, January 17, 2012

	Required
Readings:
	No Readings: Students should review the syllabus and course assignments

	Class Assignment/Activity
	Class overview

Guest Expert Presentation – Social Work Faculty Candidate


	Session 2:

	General topic: How the Child Welfare System Works in the context of permanency planning 

	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, January 24, 2012

	Required Readings:


	How the child welfare system works (2011). U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Children’s Bureau.
http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/cpswork.pdf

*Students may download all class articles from the web address provided or access electronically from Milner Library. Contact the Milner Social Science Librarian if assistance is needed.

	Class
Assignment/Activity
	Lecture and Discussion
Guest Expert Presentation


	Session 3:
	General topic: Child Abuse and Neglect in the Context of Permanency Planning


	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, January 31, 2012

	Required Readings:
	What is Child abuse and Neglect? (2011). U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Children’s Bureau.
http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/whatiscan.pdf


	Class Assignment/Activity
	Lecture and Discussion 

Assignment 1 begins (week 3 thru week 15): Weekly Annotated Bibliography

Students to identify and summarize one additional article on the weekly topic. 

	Session 4:
	General topic: Domestic Violence and Child Welfare


	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, February 7, 2012

	Required Reading:
	Domestic Violence and the Child Welfare System (2009).
Child Welfare Information Gateway.
http://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/factsheets/domesticviolence.cfm

Illinois Domestic Violence Act 
http://www.ilcadv.org/dv_law_in_il/idva_booklet_1-2009.pdf


	Class Assignment/Activity
	-Overview of Assignment 2 (Due Week 8)

Students to identify and summarize one additional article on the weekly topic.

	Session 5:
	General topic: Substance Abuse and Child Welfare


	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, February 14, 2012

	Required Reading:
	Understanding Substance Abuse and Facilitating Recovery: A Guide for Child Welfare Workers (2009). U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Rockville, MD: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. 
http://www.ncsacw.samhsa.gov/files/Understanding-Substance-Abuse.pdf


	Class Assignment/Activity
	-Lecture and Discussion

Students to identify and summarize one additional article on the weekly topic.

	Session 6:
	General topic: Mental Illness and Child Welfare


	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, February 21, 2012

	Required Reading:
	Identifying and reducing barriers to reunification for seriously mentally ill parents involved in child welfare cases (2007). Families in Society, 85(1).

http://www.ce-credit.com/articles/100123/identifyingbarriers.pdf


	Class Assignment/Activity
	-Lecture and Discussion

Students to identify and summarize one additional article on the weekly topic.

	Session 7:
	General topic: Trauma Informed Practice


	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, February 28, 2012

	Required Reading:
	-The Illinois Model For Trauma Informed Child Welfare Practice: Developing Casework Practices for Complex Trauma within Complex Systems (see instructor for copy)

-child welfare trauma training toolkit (see instructor for copy)



	Class Assignment/Activity
	-Lecture and Discussion

Students to identify and summarize one additional article on the weekly topic.

	Session 8:
	General topic: Preparing foster families and kinship caregivers


	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, March 06, 2012

	Required Reading:
	Supporting kinship care: Promising practices and lessons learned (2008). Casey Family programs. pp17-85

http://www.casey.org/Resources/Publications/pdf/BreakthroughSeries_Kinship.pdf


	Class Assignment/Activity
	Assignment #2 Due

Overview of Assignment 3 (Due Week 12)


	Session 9:
	General topic: Spring Break – No Class

	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, March 13, 2012

	Required Reading:
	None!

	Class Assignment/Activity
	Play!

	Session 10:
	General topic: Adoption and Child Welfare


	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, March 20, 2012

	Required Reading:
	Ryan, Harris, Brown, Houston, Smith & Howard (2011). Open Adoptions in Child Welfare: Social Worker and Foster/Adoptive Parent Attitudes

http://cats.informa.com/PTS/go?t=rl&o=au&m=599772


	Class Assignment/Activity
	-Lecture and Discussion

Students to identify and summarize one additional article on the weekly topic.

	Session 11:
	General topic: 
Child Welfare Partnerships: Working with Schools and the Courts


	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, March 27, 2012

	Required Reading:
	
The educational status of foster children (2004). Chapin Hall
http://www.chapinhall.org/sites/default/files/publications/152.pdf

Ellet, A., & Steib, S. (2005). Child welfare and the courts: a statewide study with implications for professional development, practice and change. Research on Social Work Practice, 15 ( 5).
http://rsw.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/15/5/339



	Class Assignment/Activity
	-Lecture and Discussion

Students to identify and summarize one additional article on the weekly topic.

	Session 12:
	General topic: Role of Private Agencies

	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, April 3, 2012

	Required Reading:
	Drawing the line between public and private responsibility in child welfare (2008). Center for Public Policy Priorities
PP 15-30. 

http://www.cppp.org/files/4/CPSreportweb.pdf

Students to identify and summarize one additional article on the weekly topic


	Class Assignment/Activity
	Assignment #3 Due


	Session 13:
	General topic: Residential and therapeutic services for youth

	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, April 10, 2012

	Required Reading:
	
TBD


	Class Assignment/Activity
	Students to identify and summarize one additional article on the weekly topic


	Session 14:
	General topic: Child welfare practitioner Skills, Competencies and ethics

	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, April 17, 2012

	Required Reading:
	

	Class Assignment/Activity
	Lecture and Discussion

Exam review

	Session 15:
	General topic: Child welfare Internships

	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, April 24, 2012

	Required Reading:
	

	Class Assignment/Activity
	Intern Panel discussion 

Exam review


	Session 16:
	General topic:

	Day and Date:
	Tuesday, May 1, 2012

	Required Reading:
	None

	Class Assignment/Activity
	Final Exam
[bookmark: _GoBack]












SW 324 Class Policies

EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS 
Attendance and Participation: Students are expected to attend and participate in all class sessions whether face-to-face or online. A student should not be enrolled in a course if other obligations will interfere with getting to class sessions regularly and punctually. 

More than two absences in a sixteen- week course or one in an eight- week course will result in a lowered grade for the course. Repeated tardiness or leaving class early also will result in a lowered grade.

Class Preparation: You are expected to have prepared thoroughly for each session. Preparation may include reading and/or watching the assigned materials prior to class (see “COURSE SCHEDULE”), summarizing the content and being prepared to discuss it; writing questions or reactions to the material; and making connections between concepts in current readings and earlier readings.

Students are strongly encouraged to read other related materials, make notes on readings and visual material, prepare study questions based on readings, case material, and instructor presentation/lecture materials; discuss readings and class lecture material with other students, form study groups, explain concepts to others, and schedule consultation time with the instructor as needed.

Students are strongly encouraged to read other related materials, make notes on readings and visual material, prepare study questions based on readings, case material, and instructor presentation/lecture materials, discuss readings and class material with other students, form study groups, explain concepts to others, and schedule consultations with the instructor as needed.

Assignments: Promptness in completing class assignments and required readings is a requirement. When an extenuating circumstance occurs, appropriate arrangements must be made in advance.

All assignments are due on the date assigned (See “ASSIGNMENTS” and “COURSE SCHEDULE”). Late assignments may be accepted at the discretion of the instructor, but will be given a reduced grade. One letter grade (10% of the earned grade) may be deducted for each week the assignment is late unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor. No assignments will be accepted after the last day of class.

Missed or late work: If a student misses a class, he or she will be responsible for any missed class content. Missed in-class work generally cannot be made up. Make-up tests, quizzes, and examinations, as a rule, will not be permitted. Only in extraordinary circumstances will such work be accepted.

A grade of incomplete (I) will be given only in rare circumstances. A student who has received a grade of incomplete is not in academic good standing and cannot enter practicum until the incomplete has been successfully cleared.

Written Work: Written work should show thoroughness, accuracy, clarity and professionalism. Such writing generally requires first writing, then review, then editing and rewriting.
1. All work should be carefully proofread and corrected. Papers should be free of errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
1. All papers written from sources must include citations following the style requirements of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (2001). This reference text also provides excellent information on the organization and writing of papers. An excellent resource for questions about APA format and other paper writing skills is the Purdue University on-line writing laboratory at www.owl.english.purdue.edu
1. All work must be typed, double-spaced, with numbered pages unless the professor instructs otherwise. Each assignment should be titled, dated, annotated with your name, and stapled or placed in a binder.
1. Papers should use standard margins unless the professor instructs otherwise. The Microsoft Word default setting for margins is 1” top, 1” bottom, and 1.25” each left and right. The header and footer default setting is 0.5” from the edge.
1. Papers should use standard fonts. The department standard is Times New Roman 12 point.
1. Students should retain copies of all work turned in to the instructor.

Nondiscriminatory language: Oral presentations and written work should use non-sexist, non-racist, and non-stigmatizing language. Faculty may return papers for revisions in language prior to grading. Be sensitive to your use of language

Academic Misconduct: Plagiarism, cheating, and all other forms of academic misconduct are not only considered a violation of university regulations, but are also considered a serious breach of the ethical code of conduct for the social work profession. Students are expected to remember that they are in the process of becoming professional social workers. As such, they are expected to abide by the ethical standards of the profession. The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) Code of Ethics is available to students on the Internet at www.naswdc.org.
Special Needs: Students with special needs should notify the instructor immediately so that available accommodations can be made. Any student needing to arrange a reasonable accommodation for a documented disability should contact Disability Concerns at 350 Fell Hall, 438-5853 (voice) , 438-8620 (TTY).

Electronics: All cell phones, pagers, and laptops, and other electronics (unless the student has a documented need for assistive technology) should be turned off during the class.

CLASS STRUCTURE
This course is taught using a weekly 3 hour seminar format with presentations by a variety of speakers over the course of the semester. The following presentation guidelines are given to each presenter to facilitate a common structure for each session. Presenters are asked to provide: 

– A presentation focused on the particular topic identified in the “COURSE SCHEDULE” for that date. 
– A description of his or her professional role and the type of preparation recommended for such work. 
– Information on how the presenter became involved in the work he or she is doing. 
– An overview and description of the presenter’s professional setting. 
– A discussion of typical types of problems. 
– Identification of the influences (theories, politics, legislation) on the presenter’s choice of specialization and methods of practice. 
– Strategies and interventions for change in the presenter’s specialization. 
– A discussion of the importance of key professional social work considerations including: diversity, ethics, vulnerable populations, and social and economic justice. 
– A description of how research is used, or could be used, in the presenter’s professional setting. 
– “Words of wisdom” for students entering child welfare (e.g., particular competencies needed.) 
– A discussion period (i.e., question & answer). 

Discussion questions will be developed during class to facilitate discussion among the guest speaker, the students, and the instructor.
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